February 2026 Public Board Actions List

Georgia Composite Medical Board

The Board issued 12 public orders in February 2026. To view each Board order, click on
the licensee's name below.
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BEFORE THE GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN THE MATTER OF: %
¥ OSAH DOCKET NO.:
CARLOS COSSIO, SR, * 2603372-OSAH-GCMB-PHY-29-Howells
License No. 36127 % GEORGIA -
* BOARD DOCKET NO.: MED!CA(I;.OB%T\%%ITE
Respondent. .
FEB 04 2026
FINAL DECISION DOCKET NUMBER::
[OAH OO0 3

An evidentiary hearing was held in the above-ca
the Office of State Administrative Hearings. The Responi
attorney. An Initial Decision was docketed by the Office

above-captioned matter on November 21, 2025. The Initi

ptioned matter on October 24, 2025, at
dent was present and represented by an
of State Administrative Hearings in the

al Decision was sent by certified mailing

and served on Respondent’s attorney of record on November 25, 2025. The Initial Decision was

also emailed to Respondent’s attorney of record. In the al
review of said Initial Decision, or an order by the Board t
motion, said Initial Decision becomes the Final Decision

pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 50-13-17(a).

FINDINGS OF FA

bsence of an application to the agency for
o review said Initial Decision on its own

of the Board by operation of law,

c1

The Findings of Fact entered by the Administrat
hereby adopted and incorporated by reference herein.

CONCLUSIONS OF

ive Law Judge in the Initial Decision are

LAW

The Conclusions of Law entered by the Adminis
are hereby adopted and incorporated by reference herein.

ORDER

strative Law Judge in the Initial Decision

The decision of the Administrative Law Judge that Respondent’s license to practice

medicine as a physician in Georgia be SUSPENDED IN

Decision, including any terms setting forth Respondent’s
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DEFINITELY as set forth in the Initial

eligibility to petition the Board for




restoration of his license, is adopted and incorporated by |reference and, having become final on

December 25, 2025, is hereby made the Final Decision of the Board, effective December 25, 2025.

GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

KATHRYN CHEEK
Chairperson

(Board Seal) }Q
ATTEST: é‘ é}

JASON S. JONES
Executive Director

(] \)
L) * ‘\‘
"iu."“‘.
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BEFORE THE OFFICE OF STATE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
STATE OF GEORGIA

GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL
BOARD,

Petitioner,

V.

CARLOS COSSIO, SR, MD,
Respondent.

Docket No.: 2605372
2605372-OSAH-GCMB-PHY-29-Howells

Agency Reference No.: 36127

FILED

11-21-2025

COFFICE OF STATE

INITIAL DECISION AOMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

The Georgia Composite Medical Board (“Petitioner” or “Board”) initiated this matter for

the purpose of sanctioning Respondent’s medical license. The hearing was conducted on October

24,2025. Assistant Attorney General Vanessa Alva represented the Board. Miguel Cossio, Esq.

represented Respondent Carlos Cossio, Sr., M.D. (“Respondent”). For the reasons stated below,

the Board’s decision to sanction Respondent’s medical license is AFFIRMED.

Findings of Fact

Respondent is licensed to practice as a physician in the State of Georgia. He received his

Georgia medical license on October 8, 1992. His license is currently active. (Ex. P-5, P-6.)

On or about February 17, 2021, the Board received a complaint regarding Respondent’s

lack of communication with, and lack of availability for a patient. The patient asserted that

Respondent would meet him in a parking lot to give him a prescription or tape his prescription on

the door of the clinic and ask the patient to put his payment in the mailbox. (Ex. P-1.)

On or about July 13, 2022, Petitioner was arrested and charged with Stalking and



Disorderly Conduct as a result of incidents occurring after the end of his long-term relationship
with L.K.! On October 5, 2022, he pleaded guilty to misdemeanor Stalking and misdemeanor
Disorderly Conduct. He was sentenced to twenty-four months’ probation with the first 10 days to
be served in confinement. (Exs. P-4, P-8.)

4.

Cameron Rabbitt is the Director of Investigations with the Board. On March 15, 2023, Mr.
Rabbitt met with Respondent regarding the February 2021 complaint. During the meeting,
Respondent admitted that he would meet patients in the parking lot to give them prescriptions or
he would tape the prescriptions to the door of his clinic and watch the patients pick up the
prescription. He said that he did this because he did not want to see patients alone. Petitioner
explained that his relationship with his long-term girlfriend, who worked with him, ended and he
did not have anyone else working with him for approximately a month. This was the reason he
provided for providing prescriptions to his patients in this unusual manner. (Testimony of

Cameron Rabbitt.)

During the March 15, 2023 meeting, Mr. Rabbitt and Respondent discussed the
prescription drug monitoring program (“PDMP”) which has been mandatory since 2018.?
Respondent was not enrolled in the PDMP and had no knowledge of it. He told Mr. Rabbitt that
he had not checked his email in three years. Respondent acknowledged that he had approximately

thirty to forty patients for whom he prescribed controlled substances. (Testimony of Cameron

Rabbitt.)

! It appears there were subsequent arrests related to the issue with Respondent’s former girlfriend. (Ex. P-8.)
2 The prescription drug monitoring program monitors practitioners who prescribe controlled substances and the
patients receiving prescriptions for controlled substances.
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6.

On March 16, 2023, Respondent provided a statement to the Board in response to the
February 2021 complaint received by the Board. In the statement, Petitioner admitted to giving
patient’s prescriptions in the parking lot and, in a few instances, leaving an envelope with their
prescription, presumably taped to the door of his clinic, when he would have to be somewhere
else. Respondent notified the Board that he had enrolled in the prescription drug monitoring
program as of that day. However, he also appeared to criticize the program as an additional
expense for physicians. (Ex. P-2.)

7.

Respondent renewed his medical license on August 30, 2023. In that renewal application,
he answered “Yes” to the question regarding plea bargains, arrests, indictments, or convictions.
He provided an explanation regarding his arrest for stalking, which he related to the dissolution of
a long-term relationship with his “fiancé.” (Ex. P-6.)

8.

On August 31, 2023, Respondent participated in an interview with the Board. Prior to or
during the interview, Respondent provided the Board with the Final Disposition of his Stalking
and Disorderly Conduct charges, as well as a document showing that a third charge (Drugs Not in
Original Container) was dismissed prior to indictment. (Ex. P-4.)

9.

Thereafter, on October 2, 2023, the Board issued a Confidential Order for Mental/Physical
Examination (“OMPE”). The Order required Respondent to submit to a mental/physical
examination by a Board approved physician with expertise in conducting psychiatric evaluations

in the area of professional boundary violations, within seven (7) days from the service of the
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OMPE. The OMPE notified Respondent that failure to comply with the OMPE may result in
summary suspension of his license, unless the failure was due to circumstances beyond his control.
Additionally, it notified Respondent that he must report to the Board any circumstances allegedly
beyond his control. (Ex. P-7.)

10.

Respondent did not comply with the OMPE within the deadline. He did not notify the
Board about any problems with scheduling the OMPE. (Testimony of Kimberly Emm.)

11.

In February 2024, the Board filed Matters Asserted with the Office of State Administrative
Hearings (“OSAH”) regarding Respondent’s failure to comply with the OMPE. See Georgia
Composite Medical Board v. Cossio, No. 2431143. Respondent submitted to a mental and physical
examination with Dr. Susan Blank on April 16 and April 23, 2024.> (Ex. P-8.)

12.

Dr. Blank is Board-Certified in the areas of Psychiatry and Neurology, as well as other
areas. After her evaluation of Respondent, it was her opinion that Respondent was not safe to
practice as a physician due to her concerns about his boundaries, codependency, lack of insight
into his poor choices, the impact of hi poor choices on others, and possible cognitive issues. (Ex.
P-8 at p. 61.) She noted that Respondent frequently denied or minimized any negative attributes
or undesirable characteristics. For example, he did not acknowledge common issues many people
experience. Also, he denied or minimized his past arrests. For example, when discussing his prior
arrest for indecent exposure, he asserted that it was a misunderstanding. When describing his four

arrests related to stalking his ex-girlfriend, he did not seem to accept that his attempt to enter her

30On May 3, 2024, the Board dismissed, without prejudice, its Matters Asserted regarding Respondent’s failure to
comply with the OMPE.
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vehicle at a stop light could be frightening for her. Respondent also denied that alcohol has any
impact on his life; however, he admitted to having a previous DUI. (Ex. P-8; Testimony of Dr.
Blank.)

13.

Despite being previously diagnosed with obsessive compulsive disorder (“OCD”),
Respondent wrote on the bottom of one of the evaluation documents, “I never have obsessive
thoughts or compulsive behaviors.” He did not complete the Yale Brown OCD Symptom
Checklist. In doing so, he did not acknowledge any OCD symptoms either current or in the past.
Similarly, during the hearing, Respondent asserted that he has not had OCD symptoms or problems
for seven years. Both Respondent’s failure to acknowledge past OCD symptoms on the Yale
Brown OCD Symptom Checklist and his testimony at the hearing about not having OCD
symptoms or problems for seven years are inconsistent with the excerpts from his psychiatrist’s
medical records. (Ex. P-8 at pp. 19-20; Testimony of Dr. Blank; Testimony of Respondent.)

14.

For example, during a November 23, 2022, telemedicine appointment with Dr. Asad
Mehdi, Respondent’s Chief Complaint was “I am still having OCD.” He reported that he was still
having negative thought and rumination.” During his January 25, 2023 telemedicine appointment

with Dr. Mehdi, Respondent reported that he was having “less obsessive thoughts.”* (Ex. P-8 at

p.7.)

4 It appears that Respondent first began seeing Dr. Mehdi, on October 26, 2022, shortly after he was twice arrested for
approaching his ex-girlfriend. During that appointment, Respondent’s Chief Complaint was “I have OCD.” He told
Dr. Mehdi that he stopped seeing his old psychiatrist three years ago and that he stopped taking his medicine because
he felt better. He denied any active OCD symptoms during that visit. Nonetheless, Dr. Mehdi prescribed Cymbalta
30 mg a day and directed Respondent to begin psychotherapy to address his OCD, separation anxiety, and previous
relationship issues. (Ex. P-8 atp 7.)
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15.

Dr. Blank noted that Respondent’s denial of ever having OCD made it difficult to evaluate
him and difficult to arrive at firm diagnoses.” When Respondent told Dr. Blank that he had taped
a prescription for a patient to the door, she became very concerned. She is concerned that in trying
to please his patients and wanting them to like him, he may make treatment decisions that are not
in his or his patients’ best interests. (Testimony of Dr. Blank.)

16.

Ultimately, Dr. Blank did conclude that Respondent has boundary and codependency
issues. She was unable to arrive at a firm diagnosis of OCD due to Respondent either not being
forthright or not being able to remember. She concluded that he was not safe to practice because
she could not make definitive diagnoses and therefore, she could not clearly determine the cause
of his behavior. (Testimony of Dr. Blank.)

17.

Dr. Blank recommended the following:

(1) Respondent receive treatment at a center that specializes in treating health care
professionals with codependency and boundary violations.® As part of that treatment,
Respondent should be further evaluated for addiction and OCD/anxiety disorder and
undergo neurocognitive testing prior to discharge.

(2) Respondent be monitored by the Georgia Professional Health Program after he completes

his treatment.

5 Dr. Blank was unsure whether Respondent was being intentionally less than forthright or whether there is a cognitive
component and perhaps he cannot remember previous diagnoses or issues.

% Dr. Blank suggested three possible treatment centers: Meadows Treatment Center in Wickenburg, AZ, Meadows
PHP in Atlanta, and The Bridge to Recovery in Bowling Green, Tennessee.
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(3) Respondent establish care with a primary care provider who is not a family member.”
(Ex. P-8 at p 46.)
18.

In May 2025, Respondent participated in an interview with the Board’s Wellness
Committee. Thereafter, the Board provided Respondent with two options to continue practicing;
either he enrolls in the Professional Health Program (“PHP”) or he complies with the treatment
recommendations provided by Dr. Blank. As of the date of the hearing, the Board had no
information that Respondent has pursued enrollment with the PHP or that he had undergone the
treatment recommended by Dr. Blank.  Additionally, during the hearing, Respondent
acknowledged that it had been five months since he last saw his psychiatrist, Dr. Mehdi, and his
psychologist, Dr. Goetz. (Testimony of Kimberly Emm; Testimony of Respondent.)

Conclusions of Law
1.

The Board seeks to sanction Respondent’s medical license. Accordingly, the Board bears
the burden of proof. Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 616-1-2-.07. The standard of proof'is a preponderance
of the evidence. Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 616-1-2-.21.

2.

In its Matters Asserted and Statutes and Rules Involved, the Board asserted that
Respondent violated Georgia Code Section 43-34-8(a)(10) [Violation of a law, rule, or regulation
regulating the practice of medicine], (13) [Become unable to practice with reasonable skill and
safety], (19) [Failed to maintain appropriate medical records], and (21) [Failed to comply with

federal laws and standards relating to the practice of medicine].

7 At the time of Dr. Blank’s evaluation, Respondent’s brother Miguel Cossio, M.D. was prescribing all of his
medications, including his Cymbalta, which was initially prescribed by Dr. Mehdi. (Ex. P-8, atp. 12.)
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3.

The Board also asserted that Respondent violated Georgia Code Section 43-34-8(a)(7)
when he engaged in unprofessional conduct as defined by Board Rule 360-3-.02(7) [Failing to
maintain appropriate patient records when prescribing controlled substances], 360-3-.02(13)
[Practicing while mentally, physically, or chemically impaired], 360-3-.02(18) [Practicing below
the minimum standard of care], and 360-3-.02(20) [Failing to report to the Board within 30 days
of becoming unable to practice with reasonable skill and safety].

Violations
4.

Georgia Code Section 43-34-8(a), which is the specific licensing and disciplinary statute
for the medical profession, states, in pertinent part, that the Board has the authority to discipline a
licensee, upon a finding that the licensee has:

(10) Violated or attempted to violate a law, rule, or regulation of this state, the

board, the United States, or any other lawful authority without regard to whether

the violation is criminally punishable, when such law, rule, or regulation relates to

or in part regulates the practice of medicine, when the licensee or applicant knows

or should know that such action violates such law, rule, or regulation; or violated a

lawful order of the board previously entered in a disciplinary hearing. . . .

(13) (A) Become unable to practice pursuant to this chapter with reasonable skill

and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics,

chemicals, or any other types of material, or as a result of any mental or physical

condition.
0.C.G.A. § 43-34-8(a)(10), (13). In this case, the Board proved by a preponderance of the
evidence that Respondent violated a Board rule when he failed to enroll in the PDMP by January
18, 2018, as required by Ga. Comp. R. & Reg. 360-38-.02(1). Respondent admittedly failed to

check his email for three years. He should have known about this requirement. Notwithstanding,

Respondent did ultimately enroll in the PDMP in March 2023, when it was brought to his attention.
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5.

The Board also proved by a preponderance of the evidence that Respondent became unable
to practice with reasonable skill and safety. Respondent engaged in behavior toward his ex-
girlfriend, who was also an employee in his practice, that caused him to be arrested for Stalking
and Disorderly Conduct. Respondent pleaded guilty to those charges and was sentenced to ten
days of confinement and two years of probation. Purportedly, as a result of losing his girlfriend
and her daughter as staff members, Respondent engaged in the unusual behavior of leaving
prescriptions for his patients taped to the door of his clinic, and, on a few occasions he admittedly
did so at times when he left the premises. When the Board issued an OMPE, Respondent did not
submit to an evaluation in a timely manner. In fact, he did not do so until the Board filed Matters
Asserted to enforce the OMPE. When he did finally submit to the evaluation he was less than
forthright. Despite previously being diagnosed with OCD, Respondent stated that he never has
obsessive thoughts or compulsive behaviors. By not completing the Yale Brown OCD Symptom
Checklist, he did not acknowledge any OCD symptoms either current or in the past. In light of
Respondent’s behaviors, his efforts to minimize any negative attributes, his lack of candor, his
lack of insight into his poor choices and the impact those choices have on others, as well as possible
cognitive issues, Dr. Blank concluded that Respondent was not safe to practice.

6.

The Board failed to prove violations of Georgia Code Section 43-34-8(a)(7), (19), or (21).
The Board presented no evidence of patient records, no evidence of a federal statute or standard
with which Respondent failed to comply, no opinions that Respondent’s care fell below the
minimum standards of acceptable and prevailing practice, no specific opinion that Respondent was

practicing medicine while mentally, physically, or chemically impaired, and no specific evidence
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that Respondent failed to make a report to the Board within 30 days of becoming unable to practice
with reasonable skill and safety as a result of the use of alcohol or drugs or a mental or physical
condition.
Sanction
7.

Georgia Code Section 43-34-8(b) authorizes the Board to discipline a licensee upon a
finding that the licensee has become unable to practice with reasonable skill and safety to patients
or the licensee has violated the Board’s rules. When the Board finds that a physician should be
disciplined, it may suspend (for a definite or indefinite period), revoke, limit, or restrict a license;
administer a public or private reprimand; make an adverse finding but withhold imposition of
judgment; or impose the judgment but suspend the enforcement of such judgment and place the
physician on probation. O.C.G.A. § 43-34-8(b)(1), (2). Additionally, the Board may condition
the penalty upon the licensee’s submission to and completion of care, counseling, or treatment by
physicians or other professional persons. O.C.G.A. § 43-34-8(b)(1)(K).

ORDER

For the above and foregoing reasons, this Court finds that Respondent’s license to practice

medicine in the State of Georgia should be SUSPENDED indefinitely, until:

1. Respondent submits to and completes the treatment and additional evaluations
as outlined by Dr. Blank; or

2. Respondent enrolls in the Professional Health Program and completes any
evaluation and treatment for which Respondent is referred by the Professional
Health Program.

SO ORDERED, this _21st day of November, 2025.
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2. Coursework. Within ninety (90) days of the docket date of this Consent Order,
Respondent shall complete ten (10) hours of continuing medical education
(“CME”) on recordkeeping and five (5) hours of CME on prescribing. Said
course shall not be used as CME hours for renewal. Documentation for approval
and for evidencing completion of coursework may be sent to Latisha Bias, Director

of Compliance, via email to latisha.bias@dch.ga.gov, or as otherwise directed by

the Board. Failure to submit the required documentation, within the stated
time period, shall be deemed a violation of this Consent Order and shall
subject Respondent’s license to further disciplinary action, including
revocation.

2.

In addition to and in conjunction with any other sanction contained herein, this Consent
Order and dissemination thereof shall serve as a PUBLIC REPRIMAND to the Respondent for
Respondent’s conduct.

3.

If the Respondent shall fail to abide by all state and federal laws relating to drugs and
regulating the practice of medicine in the State of Georgia, the Rules and Regulations of the
Georgia Composite Medical Board, the terms of this Consent Order, or if it should appear from
information received by the Board that the Respondent is unable to practice as a physician with
reasonable skill and safety, Respondent's license may be further sanctioned or revoked, upon

substantiation thereof.
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BEFORE THE GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD
STATE OF GEORGIA GEORGIA Compog)Te

EDICAL BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF: i FEB 25 202
* Docket No. DOCKETF+ " '
DAVID FARBOD MERIWETHER, MD * 20260055 '
License No. 87049, *
Respondent. *

VYOLUNTARY SURRENDER

I, David Farbod Meriwether, MD, holder of License No. 87049 to practice as a
physician in the State of Georgia pursuant to O.C.G.A. Ch. 34, T. 43, as amended, hereby freely,
knowingly and voluntarily surrender said license to the Georgia Composite Medical Board. I
hereby acknowledge that this surrender shall be considered to be and have the same effect as a
revocation of my license, and I knowingly forfeit and relinquish all right, title and privilege of
practicing medicine in the State of Georgia, unless and until such time as my license may be
reinstated, in the sole discretion of the Board.

I acknowledge that I have read and understand the contents of this Voluntary Surrender.
I understand that I have a right to a hearing in this matter, and I hereby freely, knowingly and
voluntarily waive such right. I also understand that should the Board entertain any request for
reinstatement, the Board shall have access to any investigative or medical information regarding
me. | further understand that upon applying for reinstatement, it shail be incumbent upon me to
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that I am able to practice as a physician with
reasonable skill and safety to patients, and that the Board may investigate my conduct since the
time of the surrender of my license. I understand and agree that any reinstatement of my license
to practice as a physician is a matter in the sole discretion of the Board and that the Board may
deny any such reinstatement without identifying a reason for said denial.

This surrender shall become effective upon acceptance and docketing by the Board. I

understand that this document will be considered to be a public record entered pursuant to



0.C.G.A. §43-34-8(b)(1) and that this action shall be considered to be and may be disseminated

as a final order of the Board.

[As to the signature of David Farbod Meriwether, MD:]

Sworn to and subscribed before me ; <
This /4 _day ofﬁbfw@fg ,2026 .  DAVID FARBOD MER ETHER, MD
‘ Respondent i,
—Totiona Hugos ’ ..s"‘““,‘..féﬁgg--f%"-,
NOTARY PUBLIC $8%orn, 292
My Commission Expires: 92/ / 4’ /-20 27 § g %"?A i‘: @ §
’ iz % B FIS
%0 0, S
ACCEPTANCE OF SURRENDER N Ty oo
(T

The voluntary surrender of License No. 87049 is hereby accepted by the Georgia

Composite Medical Board, this b o g day of F QJOL\JCL,L\,&I; , 2026.

aesirioag,, GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

L] y (]
“‘Q C.‘,T E ‘hs-‘?;""' -:'n'
) Y~ ecoeeca,
2 O™ e aEn
o i-de n

o

- 75%”7( ks

KATHRYN CHEEK, MD
Chairperson

l"‘c‘ﬂun‘l’s‘“.“ é“ }Q% T
ATTEST:

JASON S. JONES
Executive Director




BEFORE THE GEORGIA CONIPOSITFJ MEDICAL BOARD

STATE OF GEORGIA
|
IN THE MATTER OF: * |
GE
* Doc‘mt No. ORGIA COMZOSITE
ELIS YNGVE OLSON, MD N i
License No. 31303, * | FEB 2 4 2006
Respondent. . - DOCKET NUMBER.
! - LA e, { VOLUNTARY SURRENDER

«Ehs Yﬁngve Olson, MD holder of License No. 41303 to practice as a physician in the

e} At

“State of (Jeorg1a pursuant to 0 C.G.A.Ch.34,T. 43, as ﬁended, hereby freely, knowingly and
Medical Board. I hereby

voluntarily surrender said license to the Georgia Composi |
acknowledge that this surrender shall be considered to be #.nd have the same effect as a
revocation of my license, and I knowingly forfeit and relin,:quish all right, title and privilege of
practicing medicine in the State of Georgia, unless and until such time as my license may be
reinstated, in the sole discretion of the Board.
I acknowledge that I have read and understand the contents of this Voluntary Surrender.
I'understand that I have a right to a hearing in this matter, and I hereby freely, knowingly and
voluntarily waive such right. I also understand that should the Board entertain any request for

reinstatement, the Board shall have access to any investiga]'tive or medical information regarding

me. [ further understand that upon applying for reinstatement, it shall be incumbent upon me to

reasonable skill and safety to patients, and that the Board may investigate my conduct since the

demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Board that I am able 'i‘o practice as a physician with
time of the surrender of my license. I understand and agree; that any reinstatement of my license
to practice as a physician is a matter in the sole discretion (#f the Board and that the Board may
|
deny any such reinstatement without identifying a reason for said denial.
This surrender shall become effective upon acceptance and docketing by the Board. I

=
understand that this document will be considered to be a public record entered pursuant to
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0.C.G.A. §43-34-8(b)(1) and that this action shall be corj!sidered to be and may be disseminated
as a final order of the Board.

[As to the signature of Elis Yngve Olson, MD:] [“ O% :

Sworn to and subscribed before me
This T day of Ngvwe—  ,202 6  ELIS YNGVE OLSON, MD

b— %' Respondent
: ISR GRACE HAUSER

NOTARY PUBLIC _ Notry Pu
My Commission Expires: O Gl HI03E Mycmnmbﬂl?al: apaugmzm
| COMMISSION NO. 737637

ACCEPTANCE OF SURRENDER

The voluntary surrender of License No. 31303 is hereby accepted by the Georgia

Composite Medical Board, this :}j #\day of [w}_‘gbp ¥i 2026.
E X
| S

GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

%
o A Uik

KATHRYN CHEEK, MD
Chairperson

| ATTEST: l <\5‘~ }Q% o

JASON S. JONES
Executive Director
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BEFORE THZE GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD :

STATE OF GEORGIA
W PRV AP - GéORGmCOMP e
INT!-IEMATT'EROF " bx 8 | _ .7 MEDICAL BOA%%'TE
' GEORGE UMERAH ARMAH,MD ~ |pockeTNO: FEB 17 2026
3 L;censeﬂo 42787, o5 A5 L o BT ot
¢ DOCKET NUMBER.:

202060053

Respondmt,

By agreement of the Georgm Compos:te ! edical Board ("Board") and GEORGE

UMERAH ARIMAH MD ("Respondent“) the followi g disposition of this disciplinary matter is
.. entered pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia Adrjinistrative Procedure Act, 0.C.G.A § 50-

13- 1300, a5 mended.

FINDINGS OF FACT
1.

Respondent is lr.:censed to practice medicine ap @ physician in the State of Georgia and

was so hcensad at all times relevant to the matters assefted herein.

On ar 'am Jamiafy 4, 2021, the Board receivhd a complaint wherein it was alleged that

Respondent was. overprescnbmg parcotics for Patipnt LH. Specifically, Patient LH, was
prescribed hydmcodone for daily use for a period of decades. The Board subpoenaed random
records ﬁ'om‘Respondent's practice and utilized a p reviewer, The peer reviewer found, in
regard to Respondent's practice with pﬂ.ill patients] the following fe‘il below the minimum
standard of care as 10 d:ag;uoszs treatment, and doct}nentation: 1) Respondent did not explore
downward tm‘ahon of the dosage to deterrnine whethbr patient’s symptoms could be effectively

managed at a 1ow§r dose with fewer side effects. 2) Dbcumentation often relied on copied text or
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‘-'pm)r notes, whmh_conmbuted fo. mcomplete ar uncltar restatement of the dmgnoses and an

msufﬁc:ent connectmn b

respect to- the abwe styled matter

Respund s conduct, 1f prcwen constltutes
B :"":dmmplme ugon ense to pr:-lctlc:e as a hcensed

.‘DCG A. Tltle

. Gonclusmns nf law Wlth respect to thE: above-styled mailer

[

t adm'ta the abnve ﬁndmgs of fact ]

Chapters 1 and 34 a5 amended

etween those dlagnoses and thee planned workup m‘ treaumnt

d Waivefs an)jr‘fhi'ther findings of fact with

ufﬁc:ent grounds for the 1mpes1t10n of
phys:clan in’ the State of Georgla under

Respundent hereby waives any further

The Board havmg considered all the facis and circumstances surrounding this case,

P ihereby orders . dz Respnndent hereby agrees, that his hcense to pracuce -medicine as a physician

. in the State of Georgm shill be Subject to the followingf

kR

' Fine and Fee. Within sixty (60)

tertis and condltmns.

days of the doc]cet date of thjs Consent

Drder, Responde:nt shall submit to the B-:ard a fine in the amount of two thousand

‘ 'htmdred dnilars ($2 500 00) and

B S ch'ﬁne and fee shall be payable by

**Please submit two
separate payments
(i.e. one check and/or
money order for the -
fine and one chéck
and/or money order
for the fee) or. payment .
maybe rejected O

Sj.: ;anes;. Exec:uti\{e Direc.:tqr. Georgia (
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a fee of seven-hundred and twenty-five

llars ($725.m}) to reimburse the Board for actual costs expended in this case.

er's check or money order made payable

&
8 L the Georgm Campc»s:te Medical Bo:\]:“ and shall be submitted via mail to: Jason

praposite Medical Board, 2 Martin Luther




'itfhin. the stated ﬁme permd slm
e an shnll'sub‘]ect Respondent'
'mcludmg revoeauon i o

i -sewurk W1thm mnety (90) days

g ",Dﬁve S‘-E Eam Towe:r, 11Ltl Fl:"

Atlanta GA 30334 Faﬂm to pay the B
be deemed a violatmu of this Cunsem )

license to furtl;ler disclplmary action, -

5f the dﬂckct dﬂte of thls Cﬂnsent Drder,

> g remewal Domﬂn&nt&tmn ev1dencmg cﬂmplemn of coursewm-k may be sent to

: Lausha Bla_‘,ﬁ,‘-Dlrﬂctm‘,Df Compliance, yia email to latisha.by dch_. L0V, OF

: as .qthemié;i: directed by the Boarfl. Failure to submit the required

locumentation, within the stated tim

rsmplmary actinn, inc]udmg revoca

: 'perimi, shall be deemed a violation of

i Cnnsent ‘Order 'and shall éu:[ect Rasponden't's. license to further

3 In add:tmn m' and m cmmuncﬂon with any othuir sanction contained hercm, this Conscnt

: Order and chssemmannn there.uf shali serva as 4 PUEI

Respondent's ccmdnct

3.

IC REPRIMAND to the Respondent for

g ; If the. Respnndent shall fail to abide by all stgte and federal Jaws relating to drugs and

regulatmg the ptantmﬁ Of medlcmc in the State of Gﬂnrgla, the Ru]es and Regulatmns of the

Georgla Composlta Medmal Board, the terms of this ¢

onsent Drder, orif it shonld appear from

_ information TECEIVBd by the Board that the Responder is unable to practice as a physlclan with

~ reasonable Sklll and safety, Respondent's license may

; substanuamnt ereof

Pag¢3ﬂf5- ‘

be further sanctioned or revoked, upon




. 4.
Rmpondmt acknowledgw that she hns read [his Consent Order and undérstands its
contents. Rupondent undcrstmds that -this Consent Pl)rder will not become effective until

approved byrhe Georgla Composue Medwal Board 4nd docketed by the Board. Respondent

further unaast&ids and agrees hat the Board shal ba I the authority to teview the investigative
file and all relevam evidcnce in considering this Co Order. Respondent understands that this

: Cousent On'ler once approved and docketed. shall constitute a public record, -evidencing

disciplinary & acuon by the: Board. However, if the Cogsent Order is not approved, it shall not
constitute an-ad_migmon against interest. in this procIma or prejudice the Board's ability
adjudicate this matter ﬁupdndm understands that| by entering into this Consent Order,
Respondent may not be eligible for a multistate IicomT. The Respondent hereby consents to the

terms and sanctions contained herein.

Approved this_| 7™ day of r:domcmff 2029

[Signature on Folla_unTg Page]
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GEORGI{ COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

RATARSINCHEEK

‘BY:

3 ‘s“.‘ L

SmglSs 6\“ G IS £
N

JASONS|IoNES
ExccuﬁvT}irector_ 5 Q e

GEOEGH UMERAH ARIMAH, MD
Respondept

[As to the Signatute of Goorge Unerah Arimah, MD] |
worn tq and subgesibed before me ;
i Zélﬂﬁ?bf 34:/' 708 03

SOFARYPUBLIC . &)
My Comm‘lssiOﬁ EKPIM:M
, : Ly,
SanAbazer,
‘ '*\"\\ "s'u":?;s"-e-.'6 “

% cb".-ﬁ':‘ﬂ_e‘z.--';& 5
")

)J,” U NTY, _G\‘\\\

gt
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BEFORE THE GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD
STATE OF GEORGIA

GEORGIA COMPOS
IN THE MATTER OF: * MPOSITE
i MEDICAL BOARD
GIANLUCA CERRI, MD, * DOCKET NO: FEB 17 2026
License No. 83868 *
’ DOCK .
* 2o GEJT,J_';‘I'I_UMBER.
Respondent. *

PUBLIC CONSENT ORDER

By agreement of the Georgia Composite Medical Board (*Board™) and GIANLUCA
CERRI, MD (“Respondent™) the following disposition of this disciplinary matter is entered
pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia Administrative Procedure Act, O.C.G.A § 50-13-
13(a)(4), as amended.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.

Respondent is licensed to practice medicine as a physician in the State of Georgia and was

so licensed at all times relevant to the matters asserted herein.
2.

On or about September 3, 2025, the State of Florida, Board of Medicine (“Florida Board™)
entered a “Final Order” (“Florida Disciplinary Order™) disciplining Respondent’s Florida medical
license due to a disciplinary action (“Louisiana Disciplinary Order™) taken by the Louisiana State
Board of Medical Examiners (“Louisiana Board™) against Respondent’s Louisiana medical
license. Specifically, the Louisiana Disciplinary Order was based on an incident that occurred for
which Respondent entered into the Louisiana Physicians’ Health Program (“LA PHP™). Further,
the record reflects that Respondent successfully completed his LA PHP Monitoring Contract and

was formally released from monitoring effective March 2, 2017, at which time he was no longer
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4.
On or about November 30, 2023, Respondent submitted to a full evaluation with a
psychiatrist wherein he was deemed to be “safe to practice medicine with a female population.”
The evaluation indicated compliance with psychotherapy and treatment (as required by the Public
Consent Order). Further, on September 23, 2025, the evaluating psychiatrist sent a follow-up
letter to the Board indicating continued compliance|with psychotherapy and treatment and
continued certification that Respondent is “safe to practice medicine with a female population.”
§
Respondent admits the above findings of fact and waives any further findings of fact with
respect to the above-styled matter. Respondent agrees to the amendments below to the Public
Consent Order.
ORDER
The Georgia Composite Medical Board, having considered all the facts and circumstances
surrounding this matter, hereby orders, and Respondent hereby agrees, to the following
amendments to the current restrictions on Respondent’s license to practice medicine:
1.
Upon the effective (docket) date of this Consent Order, the following amendment shall
apply to the Public Consent Order: The “Practice Restriction™ term found under subparagraph 1(a)
of the Order portion of the Public Consider Order shall be replaced as follows:

(a) PRACTICE RESTRICTION. During the period of probation, Respondent shall

only engage in the practice of medicine with female patients while in the presence of at least one

(1) chaperone who is pre-approved by the Board. Respondent may submit the name (or names)

of proposed chaperones, along with the individual’s job title, job description, contact information,
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length of working relationship with the individual, and disclosing any familial and/or personal
relationship with the individual, to the Board for pre-approval via email to Kim Emm at
kimberlz.lemieux(agcmb.ga.gov. The Board reserves the right to request additional information
regarding any proposed chaperones. Further, Respondent shall document in the medical record for
all female patients that a chaperone was present during the patient encounter and name the
chaperone who was present. Upon request of the Board, Respondent shall submit any requested
patient medical records to ensure compliance with this term.
2
Respondent understands and acknowledges this Amendment to Public Consent Order

serves to amend the term of the previously docketed Public Consent Order only as described in the

previous paragraph. The other terms and conditions of the Public Consent Order remain in
full effect and are entirely enforceable by the Board,

3.
Approval of this Amendment to Public Consent Order by the Georgia Composite Medical
Board shall in no way be construed as condoning Respondent’s conduct and shall not be construed
as a waiver of any of the lawful rights possessed by the Board.

4,

Respondent acknowledges that Respondent l’las read this Amendment to Public Consent
Order and understands its contents. Respondent freely, knowingly and voluntarily waives his right
to an appearance by entering into this Amendment to Public Consent Order. Respondent
understands and agrees that a representative of the ‘epartment of Law may be present during the
Board’s consideration of this Amendment to Public Fonsent Order and that the Board shall have

the authority to review the Investigative file and all rr:levant evidence in considering this
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Amendment to Public Consent Order. Respondent further understands that this Amendment to
Public Consent Order will not become effective until approved and docketed by the Board.
Respondent understands that this Amendment to Public Consent Order, once approved and
docketed, shall constitute a PUBLIC ORDER, that may be disseminated as such. However, if this
Amendment to Public Consent Order is not approved, it shall not constitute an admission against
interest in this proceeding or prejudice the right of the Board to adjudicate this matter. Respondent

hereby consents to the terms and conditions contained herein.

Approved this _=* "1 day of L“—cihru(j_r?gj) ,2025.

GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

ety o5 owt

KATHRYN CHEEK, MD
(Board Seal) Chairperson

ATTEST: <:§“9<§ =

JASON S. JONES
Executive Director

;i —
CONSENTED TO: <

A Y o ZWAN'SIKANOAR KHAN, D.O.
RGN Respondent

Ny

BY:

[As to the Signature of Rizwan Sikanoar Khan, D.0.]
Sworn to and subscribed before me SNy,
this, 7oy of_*Ferams” . 20;56 ........

' ' FoY M
Fo. -..4' )
W 75 otag, 5,
N PUBLIC £, e 1
[/
[/

My Commission Expires: / 2/5 / ;d a2¢q
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BEFORE THE GEORGIA COMPOSIII"E MEDICAL BOARD

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN THE MATTER OF: ) GE@?&&{%&SZ%%TE
)
SYED HAIDER, M.D., )  DOCKET NO.: 2
License No. 61084 ) q FEB 24 2026
) DOCKET NUMBER.
Respondent. )

ORDER OF SUMMARY SUSPENSION
i |
WHEREAS, SYED HAIDER, M.D., (“Responde?t”) is licensed by the Georgia
Composite Medical Board ("Board") to practice as a phyﬁician in the State of Georgia.
2. |
WHEREAS, on or about February 23, 2023, the Board received a complaint against
Respondent alleging improper billing and pre-signing of ;frrescriptions. Investigation revealed
Respondent was diagnosed with a hemorrhagic cerebrova%cular accident and major
neurocognitive deficits that required hospitalization from November 6, 2020 to December 4,
2020 and an emergency order for guardianship. Further, Lﬁespondent went to the emergency
room on June 30, 2022 and September 20, 2025 for seizufr: and/or suspected seizure. Based on
this information, the Board issued an Order for Mental/Ph}ysical Evaluation (“OMPE™) with a
board approved physician (“mental/physical evaluator™). ‘
3.
WHEREAS, the Respondent complied with the OMPE, and on or about November 6,
2025, the mental/physical evaluator’s report found Respondent met the criteria for “mild
neurocognitive disorder, without behavioral disturbance [With] limited psychological insight into

[] deficits” and stated “psychological testing, cognitive screenings, and clinical observations

indicate the remaining presence of quite significant impairing neurocognitive deficits.” The
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mental/physical evaluator opined Respondent was “unsafe to practice” and that “given

[Respondent’s] residual neurocognitive deficits, there rel

continued practice of medicine. It is recommended that h

4.

ains significant risk to patients with his

e cease the practice of medicine[.]”

WHEREAS, 0.C.G.A. § 43-34-8(a)(13)(A) allows the Board to discipline the

Respondent upon a finding the Respondent has “[blecome unable to practice . . . with reasonable

skill and safety to patients by reason of illness . . . or as a result of any mental or physical

condition.”

2,

NOW THEREFORE, the Board finds that Respondent's continued practice as a physician

poses a threat to the public health, safety and welfare and

imperatively requires emergency

action and hereby ORDERS that Respondent's license to practice medicine in the State of

Georgia be and are hereby SUMMARILY SUSPENDED pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 50-13-18(c)(1)

pending further proceedings on behalf of the Board, whic}

2

1 shall be promptly instituted.

This Order is signed and attested by the Executive

Composite Medical Board.

Director on behalf of the Georgia

This 24™ day of _ Setecia , 2026.

e

GEORGIA C#MPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

7542/”?%7« e

Chairperson

KATHRYN CHEEK, M.D.

JASON S. JONE

A -

Executive Director
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PLEASE DIRECT ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
Michelle Sawyer

Senior Assistant Attorney General

40 Capitol Square, S.W., Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Tel: (404) 458-3319

Email: msawyer@]law.ga.gov
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BEFORE THE GEORGIA COMPOSITE MEDICAL BOARD

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN THE MATTER OF: # GEﬁg&@A%%%iggfre
%*
VERONICA HANNA RUSS, PA, * DOCKET NO: FEB 2 4 20%
License No. 4245, : .99885,5(1 (_’f‘ %’\J?BER:
Respondent. .
PUBLIC CONSENT ORDER

By agreement of the Georgia Composite Medical Board (“Board”) and VERONICA
HANNA RUSS, PA (“Respondent”) the following disposition of this disciplinary matter is entered
pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia Administrative Procedure Act, 0.C.G.A § 50-13-

13(a)(4), as amended.

FINDINGS OF FACT

(3

Respondent is licensed to practice as a physician assistant in the State of Georgia and was

s0 licensed at all times relevant to the matters asserted herein.
2.

On or about December 9, 2022, the Board received a complaint that Respondent was
prescribing Mounjaro (i.e. tirzepatide), an antidiabetic medication, for weight loss purposes and
using a diagnosis code of E11.9 (i.e. Type 2 diabetes) for patients that did not have Type 2
diabetes. Five random patient records were subpoenaed from patient and submitted to a peer
reviewer, The peer reviewer found three out of five patients were coded as E11.9 but where not

diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes.
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