
 

 

September 14, 2026 

Dear Colleague: 

Measles outbreaks across the U.S. are now at their highest level in more than 30 years. As of 
today, the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) has confirmed 10 cases linked to an 
outbreak in Cobb County, bringing the total number of measles cases in Georgia in the first 
nine months of 2026 to 16—more than were reported in all of 2025. The majority of these 
cases are in young children, including some under one year of age. 

The good news is that vaccination can prevent measles. The MMR (measles, mumps, and 
rubella) vaccine is safe and highly effective. More than 95% of people who receive one dose 
develop immunity, and a second dose increases protection to approximately 98%. Vaccination 
also helps protect infants and others who cannot be vaccinated. 

As a healthcare provider, you play a critical role in stopping the spread of measles. Ensuring 
your patients are appropriately vaccinated and quickly recognizing and responding to a possible 
case can help protect your patients, their families, and the broader community. 

In your practice, consider measles in patients with fever and rash, particularly when 
accompanied by cough, runny nose, red or watery eyes, recent travel, or possible exposure to 
someone with measles. 

Immediately isolate patients with suspected measles to prevent potential spread. Do not 
allow a patient with suspected measles to remain in a waiting room or other common area. By 
following appropriate infection control measures, you can safely evaluate these patients while 
protecting others in your facility. To limit exposures, please do not refer patients with 
suspected measles to a hospital emergency department unless they are experiencing life-
threatening complications. 

Measles is a notifiable disease. Immediately notify Public Health by calling 1-866-PUB-HLTH 
(866-782-4584) when you suspect measles while the patient is still at your healthcare facility. 
Public Health will assist with testing and next steps. Do not wait for laboratory results before 
reporting a suspected case. 

I also encourage you to review patient records and reach out to families of children who are 
not up to date on their MMR vaccination. Physicians and healthcare providers are trusted 
sources of vaccine information. Your conversations with families—listening to their concerns, 
answering questions with clear, evidence-based information, and recommending vaccination—
can help protect children and prevent further spread. 
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For more information about measles in Georgia and clinical guidance, please visit the Georgia 
DPH measles webpage at georigameasles.com. 

Working together, we can protect Georgia’s children, prevent further spread, and bring 
measles under control in our state. Thank you for your partnership and for all you do to keep 
Georgians healthy. 

Sincerely, 

 
Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H. 
Commissioner and State Health Officer 
 
 
 


