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House Bill 828 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)

By: Representative Parham of the 1220d

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
physicians, physician’s assistants, and respiratory care, so as to provide for the licensing of
the practice of orthotics and prosthetics; to provide for a short title; to provide for legislative
intent; to provide for definitions; to prohibit the practice of orthotics and prosthetics except
by certain licensed persons; to provide for exceptions; to provide for licensing standards; to
provide for examinations and fees; to provide for assistants and technicians; to provide for
transitional authorization to practice; to provide for penalties; to limit the provision of
services; to provide for license renewal and restoration; to provide for continuing education;
to provide for sanctions for certain conduct and actions; to provide for an advisory
committee; to provide for effective dates; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians,
physician’s assistants, and respiratory care, is amended by inserting a new article to read as
follows:

"ARTICLE 7

43 34 60.
This article shall be known and may be cited as the 'Orthotics and Prosthetics Practice Act.'

43 34 61.

The General Assembly finds that the practice of orthotics and prosthetics in this state is an
allied health profession recognized by the American Medical Association, with educational
standards established by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education
Programs. The increasing population of elderly and physically challenged individuals who
need orthotic and prosthetic services requires that the orthotic and prosthetic professions be
regulated to ensure the provision of high quality services and devices. The people of this
state deserve the best care available and will benefit from the assurance of initial and
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ongoing professional competence of the orthotists and prosthetists practicing in this state.
The practice of orthotics and prosthetics serves to improve and enhance the lives of
individuals with disabilities by enabling them to resume productive lives following serious
illness, injury, or trauma. Unregulated dispensing of orthotic and prosthetic care does not
adequately meet the needs or serve the interests of the public. In keeping with requirements
imposed on similar health disciplines, licensure of the orthotic and prosthetic professions
will help ensure the health and safety of consumers, as well as maximize their functional
abilities and productivity levels. This article shall be liberally construed to best carry out
these subjects and purposes. '

43 34 62

As used in this article, the term:

(1) 'Assistant’ means a person who assists an orthotist, prosthetist, or prosthetist orthotist
with patient care services and fabrication of orthoses or prostheses under the supervision of
a licensed orthotist or prosthetist.

(2) "Board' means the Composite Board of State Medical Examiners created by Code Section
43 34 21.

(3) 'Custom fabricated and fitted device' means that an orthosis or prosthesis is fabricated to
original measurements or a mold, or both, for use by a patient in accordance with a
prescription and which requires substantial clinical and technical judgment in its design and
fitting.

(4) 'Custom fitted device' means a prefabricated orthosis or prosthesis sized, or modified, or
both, for use by a patient in accordance with a prescription and which requires substantial
clinical judgment and substantive alteration for appropriate use.

(5) 'Facility' means the business location where orthotic or prosthetic care is provided and
has the appropriate clinical and laboratory space and equipment to provide comprehensive
orthotic or prosthetic care. Licensed orthotists and prosthetists must be available to either
provide care or supervise the provision of care by nonlicensed staff.

(6) 'Level of competence' means a hierarchical position that an individual occupies within a
field or profession relative to other practitioners in the profession.

(7) 'Licensed orthotist’ means a person licensed under this article to practice orthotics and
who represents himself or herself to the public by title and description of services that
includes the term 'orthotic,' 'orthotist,' 'brace,' or a similar title or description of services.

(8) 'Licensed physician' means a person licensed to practice medicine under Atticle 2 of this
chapter.

(9) 'Licensed podiatrist' means a person licensed to practice podiatry under Chapter 35 of
this title, the 'Georgia Podiatry Practice Act.’

(10) 'Licensed prosthetist' means a person licensed under this article to practice prosthetics
and who represents himself or herself to the public by title and description of services that
includes the term 'prosthetic,' 'prosthetist,' 'artificial limb,' or a similar title or description of
services.

(11) 'Off_the shelf device' means a prefabricated prosthesis or orthosis sized or modified, or
both, for use by a patient in accordance with a prescription and which does not require
substantial clinical judgment and substantive alteration for appropriate use.
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