TANF Overview

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)


The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program is a block grant that provides federal funding for a wide range of benefits and activities.  It is best known as the major source of funding for cash welfare for needy families with children, with federal requirements about work and time limits for families receiving assistance.  Federal law also permits other benefits and services to be provided to low-income families with children or other activities supporting program goals of reducing out-of-wedlock pregnancies and promoting two-parent families.

The TANF program was created in the 1996 welfare reform law.  The federal legislation was enacted on August 22, 1996 as part of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act.  Georgia implemented its TANF program July 1, 1997.

The statutory purpose of TANF is to increase state flexibility in meeting four goals:

1. To provide assistance to needy families with children so that they can live in their own home or the homes of relatives;
2. To end the dependency of needy parents on government benefits through work, job preparation, and marriage;
3. To reduce the incidence of out-of-wedlock pregnancies; and
4. To promote the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.

TANF provides federal funds through several mechanisms.  The basic TANF block grant is based on the amount of federal funds that a state received under the former Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program. To qualify for the federal block grants, states are required to “maintain effort” through providing state funds equal to 80 percent of the amount of state funds that were expended under the former AFDC program.  This “maintenance-of-effort (MOE)” requirement is reduced to 75% if the state meets federal work participation requirements.

Federal law sets work participation standards that a state must meet.  The standards are computed in the aggregate for the state based on data submitted by the state on each family that contains one or more adults.  There are two participation requirements that a state must meet or face financial penalties.  These are known as the “all-family” rate and the “two-parent” family participation requirements.     

States have broad flexibility in establishing eligibility requirements.  Families that include an adult must meet work participation requirements and are subject to time limits on the cumulative number of months of assistance.  Families must cooperate with child support enforcement requirements and non-citizens, with certain exceptions such as refugees and political asylees.

To be eligible, families must meet both financial and non-financial requirements established in state law.  In general, families must include a child (or a pregnant woman) and be residents of Georgia.  Children under age 7 must comply with TANF immunization requirements, and children ages 6 to 17 must attend school and have satisfactory attendance, and parents or caretakers must participate in school conferences.  Children age 18 that are included in the Assistance Unit (AU) because they are in school full-time, must have satisfactory school attendance.  

Countable assets must be $1,000 or less and licensed vehicles needed for individuals subject to the work requirement may not exceed $1,500.

The stats:
· In FY 2011, the total number of TANF cases was 19,256.
· In FY 2011, the total number of Adult cases was 3,442


The Federal law limits receipt of assistance to not more than 60 months; Georgia provides assistance for 48 months.  States may extend assistance beyond 60 months to up to 20 percent of their caseload provided for hardship.  A hardship exists when one or more of the criteria has been or is a barrier to the AU’s attainment of self-sufficiency:

· The AU meets the domestic violence criteria
· The AU has an active child protective services case and the circumstances necessitating the CPS case creates a barrier to the AU’s attainment of self-sufficiency
· The disability of the grantee relative, other eligible adult or a household member is a barrier to employment for the grantee relative or other eligible adults.
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